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its resting-place and the procession is finished, the
Kappnkaran takes the large vessel full of blood and rice,
and, followed by all the men of the village, some hold-
ing him by the arms, goes to the western boundary of
the village lands, where is the boundary-stone, ellai-
kal, about two feet square and one-and-a-half feet high.
A lainb is then killed over the stone, so that its blood
flows over it; and the head, which has been cut off, is
then placed on the top of the stone. The Kappukaran
runs thrice round the stone, carrying the pot full of rice
and blood in a framework of ropes, and, facing the
stone, dashes the pot against it. This done, he at once
runs away, without stopping to look back. The other
villagers go away before the pot is broken. This con-
cludes the ceremonies of the festival
Sembia, near Pudukkotiai. At another village,
Sembia, in the Pudukkottai taluq,1 the ceremonies
connected with the propitiation of boundary spirits are
rather more elaborate. There is a boundary-stone at
each of the four corners of the village site, five more
stones inside the village, and another stone on the
boundary of the village land.
During the Pidari festival boiled rice, fruits, etc.,
are offered at all the nine boundary stones in the village.
On the sixteenth day the image of Pidari is taken to the
house of the pujarl, who is to perform the dread ceremony
of propitiating the spirits that inhabit the boundary-
stone of the village lands. The pujarl puts the kapu2
on his wrist, and a goat, entirely black, is sacrificed
before the image, and its blood collected in an earthen
pot, but not mixed with rice. The metal image of
Pidari is then carried in procession round the village on
a wooden horse; and at each of the nine stones in the
village itself a latnbjs sacrificed. When this proces-
sion is ended, the pujarl with the kapu on his wrist takes
the earthen pot, with the blood of the black goat inside
it, fastens it inside a frame of ropes, and runs to the
1 A taluq is a division of a civil district.
* See p. 100.